
20 Triform Road
Hudson, NY 12534

518.851.9320
information@triform.org

triform.org

Annual Report
2020-2021



1 Annual Report • 2020-2021

Dear Triform Community,  

During a recent tour I was giving to close friends and long-

time supporters of Triform, we found ourselves in the 

vicinity of one tree or another that had been planted in 

memory of parents, friends, founders, and residents of Triform.  

Each one evoked smiles, memories, and stories of that individual 

and all they had loved and made possible for their children, 

families, and for Triform.  Our community is cloaked in memory, in 

stories that flow together to become the “Triform story”. Our story 

is woven by the results of actions informed by a vision that others 

pursued in times past:  Hans Kunz breaking ground on Falcon Hall 

out of necessity but with no idea of how to pay for it; Ilse and Gerald Nelson who decided together that Triform would be 

a good home for Gerald, where he guided many Triformers into community-life through his music appreciation evenings 

and love of baseball;  the gardeners who decided where to place the garden, carefully laid out the beds, and built a tall 

fence to keep the deer at bay; and Kevin Keane, Dusty Rhodes, and their families and the many other supporters who saw 

the potential of acquiring the Stewardship property and the benefit of connecting the two sites with the tunnel. 

 

One could say that much of what composes the physical “body” of Triform, including our landscape, barns, buildings, and 

homes, is like great trees, grown out of the wood of commitment and intention. Grown so that the most vulnerable may 

find shade- shade from the intensity of the midday sun and from the stern gaze of a society fixed on ascribing an individual’s 

value according to their output.  If the last one and a half years have taught us anything, it is that “worth” is truly in the eye of 

the beholder and our own experience is the only actual reality.  For over 40 years, many who have known and loved Triform 

have worked from this knowledge to create deep roots that will bear future fruit. 

 

On the 16th of June 2021, with the passing of Dev Barker, Triform said farewell to one of our great friends and the father 

of Triform Journeyperson Holly Barker.  Serving as our board chairman since 2015, Dev was an incredibly strong support, 

particularly during the last months of the pandemic.  His calm confidence in the community’s ability to safeguard itself 

and support everyone who is a part of Triform was essential to our own sense of being able to withstand these difficult 

times.  Dev was always there when Triform needed him, quietly waiting for the moment to ask just the right question.  On 

the lawn below Christofferus House a Linden tree has been planted in Dev’s memory, which will cast shade from its strong 

branches for centuries to come.  The simple act of planting a tree requires hope, hope and trust that future generations will 

protect and nurture that which has been planted.  Dev Barker personified this hope in the timelessness of Triform’s mission, 

planting seeds for future years of strength and purpose.  We miss him.     

Letter From the President

We shall be like a tree 

Planted by the rivers of water, 

That brings forth its fruit in its season, 

Whose leaf also shall not wither; 

And whatever we do shall prosper. 

1st Psalm 
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 Under the branches of the Triform Community tree, during the past year and in spite of the uncertainty and fast-paced 

change we have all become accustomed to, life in Triform has continued in the usual way.  We welcomed long-time Triform 

parent and board member Anne Bailey as the new board chair and are secure in her vision and leadership. We celebrated 

festivals and performed plays, planted the garden, and said goodbye to wonderful young volunteers and welcomed new.  

We also said goodbye to Lucy O’Leary, Max vom Stein, and their children Noah, Lily, and Matilda who moved onto a new 

phase of their lives.  We welcomed Norbert Schultes and Ashley Aupperle as the house-holding team in Tourmaline, as 

well as three new students, and one new day student.  We have also welcomed twelve new volunteers, who now join the 

seven staying on for another year.  Of this group, eight are attending the Camphill Academy.  We continued to care for all 

in Triform and for our land and buildings.  We completed the beautiful Lasure painting of the Music Room in Falcon Hall, as 

well as painted the exterior of Christofferus House.  We are well on our way to upgrading our vehicle fleet with hybrid and 

e-vehicles and have made a commitment to use the power of the sun and wind to dry our laundry on laundry lines, instead 

of the clothes drier. At the same time, we are slowly installing high efficiency heat pumps in all of the homes to keep them 

cool and comfortable, during the ever hotter summer nights. 

 

Life continues with the increasing knowledge that there will 

be no return to “normal” in this post Covid era.  We can look 

with both love and sadness on that which was and at the 

same time turn our chins firmly into the wind, roll up our 

sleeves, and prepare with love and dedication for that 

which is yet to come.  The support of our families, 

donors, board members, and sister communities in 

the Camphill Association of North America is the 

ground in which the roots of our community 

continue to grow and prosper. 

 

With gratitude from us all,  

Benjamin Davis

For the Triform Community  
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Letter from the Board Chair

IIn this season of hope and harvest, we are most grateful to everyone who helped keep Triform functioning during such 

a difficult year. This past year has been a challenging one for Triform Camphill Community. Not only did we continue our 

fight against Covid-19 with the rest of the world, but we lost our dear friend and Triform Board Chair, Devereux Barker, 

on June 16, 2021.

Dev’s calm demeanor and steady hand helped guide Triform through one of the toughest years in our history. He was with 

us to the very end, helping sail the Triform ship through mighty storms to safety and calmer waters.

Dev told me, the week before he passed, that working as our chair was the best and most meaningful work of his lifetime. 

You can understand why. Triform is a place that shows compassion and acceptance for everyone. It inspires all of us to do 

our best, through the constant encouragement and inspiration from it’s teachers, volunteers, and staff. It is that devotion 

to Triform’s mission that kept us all going, even on the darkest days of 2020 and 2021. Dev, with his thoughtful and calming 

demeanor, kept us working together by constantly adapting to meet the needs of the moment. We will miss him.

As your new chair, I will do my best to live up to Dev’s commitment and love of the place many of our family members call 

home. Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns in the coming year.

I feel fortunate and blessed to work on behalf of this extraordinary place and I look forward to working with you to continue 

to help Triform flourish and grow. Together we 

have the power to keep Triform strong.

I cannot imagine a world without Triform. Lives are 

transformed here. With your invaluable help we 

will make sure that continues for every student, 

well into the future. 

All the best, 

Anne Bailey

Triform Camphill Board Chair
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Financial Highlights

Revenue

Expenses

Triform
Income Statement
Year end 6/30/21

Revenue
Tuition & fees/other 2,416,864 70%
Donations for operations 531,749 16%
Grants from Triform Foundation 199,857 6%
Forgiveness of PPP loan 281,105 8%

Total Revenue 3,429,575  100%

Expenses
Program services 2,110,826 63%
Depreciation 570,083 17%
Management & General 593,999 18%
Fundraising 95,993 3%

Total Expenses 3,370,901  100%

Net Revenue over Expenses 58,674       

`

70%

16%

6%
8%

Revenue

Tuition & fees/other

Donations for operations

Grants from Triform Foundation

Forgiveness of PPP loan

62%
17%

18%

3%

Expenses

Program services

Depreciation

Management & General

Fundraising

Triform
Income Statement
Year end 6/30/21

Revenue
Tuition & fees/other 2,416,864 70%
Donations for operations 531,749 16%
Grants from Triform Foundation 199,857 6%
Forgiveness of PPP loan 281,105 8%

Total Revenue 3,429,575  100%

Expenses
Program services 2,110,826 63%
Depreciation 570,083 17%
Management & General 593,999 18%
Fundraising 95,993 3%

Total Expenses 3,370,901  100%

Net Revenue over Expenses 58,674       

`

70%

16%

6%
8%

Revenue

Tuition & fees/other

Donations for operations

Grants from Triform Foundation

Forgiveness of PPP loan

62%
17%

18%

3%

Expenses

Program services

Depreciation

Management & General

Fundraising

Triform
Income Statement
Year end 6/30/21

Revenue
Tuition & fees/other 2,416,864 70%
Donations for operations 531,749 16%
Grants from Triform Foundation 199,857 6%
Forgiveness of PPP loan 281,105 8%

Total Revenue 3,429,575  100%

Expenses
Program services 2,110,826 63%
Depreciation 570,083 17%
Management & General 593,999 18%
Fundraising 95,993 3%

Total Expenses 3,370,901  100%

Net Revenue over Expenses 58,674       

`

70%

16%

6%
8%

Revenue

Tuition & fees/other

Donations for operations

Grants from Triform Foundation

Forgiveness of PPP loan

62%
17%

18%

3%

Expenses

Program services

Depreciation

Management & General

Fundraising

Triform
Income Statement
Year end 6/30/21

Revenue
Tuition & fees/other 2,416,864 70%
Donations for operations 531,749 16%
Grants from Triform Foundation 199,857 6%
Forgiveness of PPP loan 281,105 8%

Total Revenue 3,429,575  100%

Expenses
Program services 2,110,826 63%
Depreciation 570,083 17%
Management & General 593,999 18%
Fundraising 95,993 3%

Total Expenses 3,370,901  100%

Net Revenue over Expenses 58,674       

`

70%

16%

6%
8%

Revenue

Tuition & fees/other

Donations for operations

Grants from Triform Foundation

Forgiveness of PPP loan

62%
17%

18%

3%

Expenses

Program services

Depreciation

Management & General

Fundraising

Triform
Income Statement
Year end 6/30/21

Revenue
Tuition & fees/other 2,416,864 70%
Donations for operations 531,749 16%
Grants from Triform Foundation 199,857 6%
Forgiveness of PPP loan 281,105 8%

Total Revenue 3,429,575  100%

Expenses
Program services 2,110,826 63%
Depreciation 570,083 17%
Management & General 593,999 18%
Fundraising 95,993 3%

Total Expenses 3,370,901  100%

Net Revenue over Expenses 58,674       

`

70%

16%

6%
8%

Revenue

Tuition & fees/other

Donations for operations

Grants from Triform Foundation

Forgiveness of PPP loan

62%
17%

18%

3%

Expenses

Program services

Depreciation

Management & General

Fundraising

Triform
Income Statement
Year end 6/30/21

Revenue
Tuition & fees/other 2,416,864 70%
Donations for operations 531,749 16%
Grants from Triform Foundation 199,857 6%
Forgiveness of PPP loan 281,105 8%

Total Revenue 3,429,575  100%

Expenses
Program services 2,110,826 63%
Depreciation 570,083 17%
Management & General 593,999 18%
Fundraising 95,993 3%

Total Expenses 3,370,901  100%

Net Revenue over Expenses 58,674       

`

70%

16%

6%
8%

Revenue

Tuition & fees/other

Donations for operations

Grants from Triform Foundation

Forgiveness of PPP loan

62%
17%

18%

3%

Expenses

Program services

Depreciation

Management & General

Fundraising



5 Annual Report • 2020-2021

Donors

$25,000 & Above
Anne and Jim Bailey
Beth and Dan Bargabos
Camphill Foundation
Gochman Family Foundation
Gleaves Rhodes
The  Boston Foundation: Plimpton -    
   Shattuck Fund
Triform Camphill Community Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Larry Arancio and Ann Dowd
Patty and Nathan Dowden
Luke and Rhonda Fowler
Nita Glickberg R. Vigna Associates
Mainline Information Systems
Larry Ravitz and Marika Partridge
Ron and Kristin Robbins
Abby Rockefeller and Lee Halprin

$5,000 to $9,999
Bailey Pottery Equipment Corp.
Dev and Jilda Barker
Kathy and Raymond Baxter
Boyce A. Billingsley
Elinor Cohen
Gerald Lee
Eric and Paulette Mann
John and Amy McCarthy
Andreas and Heather Revelis
Mark and Helen Rice
Peter Scotese
Isabel and George Shattuck
David and Mary Stein
El-Tech Technology, Inc.
Cornelius Waud
The Weissman Family Foundation
Bernadette and Reed Wilson

$1,000 to $4,999
A. James Donohue Fund
William and Sylvia Bailey
Betty Bargabos
Kathleen and Rick Barrett
Theresa and Hank Beekley
Jennifer Beekley
Ellen Bickal
Boyce W. Billingsley
Thomas Bosteels and Isabella Tcaciuc
Judith Buechner
Burfeind and Sons  
 Contracting
Circle of Life Foundation
Barbara Clayton
Frank and Carol Curran
Karen De Gaeta
Laurie and Daniel Dermody
Robert and Jean Marie DiQuollo
Roberto and Carol Fernandez
Sharon and Glenn Firester
Anne F. Forbes Family Foundation

Gifts to Triform change lives, and we are deeply grateful for your support. Below is a list of our generous 
friends whose gifts were received between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. Great care has been taken 
to insure the accuracy of our donor list. We apologize if we have inadvertently omitted or misspelled 

your name. Please call our Development Office at 518-851-9320 if you find an error, and we will gladly correct 
it in our next newsletter. Gifts received after June 30, 2021 will be acknowledged in our next Annual Report.
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William Furse
Barbara Gerson and Ken Pearlman
Ed Herrington, Inc.
Meredith Howard
Robert and Lois Huntington
Jonathan L. Cohen Foundation
Robin and Steve Kaufman
Betty Ann Keane
Ronald and Karen Keith
Lawrence R. Glenn Foundation
Littman Krooks LLP
Dorothy and Joseph Mann
Joan and Bill Marbit
Doug McGarrah and Beth Dowd
Leslie and Anthony Florio
Celia Merzbacher and Alex Nitkiewicz
Metzwood Insurance
Catherine Morris
Carol and Tony Nardo
Michael Peabody
Margaret Mahony Prowse
Ingo Rau
Sue and Al Ravitz
Joseph and Sandy Samberg
Florence Short
Michael and Gail Short
Tierra Farm
Mario and Maria Turchi
John Wagner and Abigail Hartley
Martin Wenk
Kathryn Willett
Jeremy Wilson
Martin Wilson and Yukai Chen

$500-$999
Ackerman’s Appliances
Mary Beekley
Janet Bickal
Marc Bryan-Brown and Florie Seery
Katy Cashen
Leonard and Barbara Ciricillo
Columbia County 911 Dispatcher 
Benevolent Association
Eileen D’Alessio
Katherine and Andrew Gibson
Julia Winston and Steven Gross
Henry Luce Foundation
Florence Huntington
Christopher Karagheuzoff
Joseph Kelly

Kneller Insurance Agency
Serge and Lydia LeMay
Jeanne and Michael Leonard
Jeffrey and Diane Lieberman
Kimberly Mazzella and John Mackey
Charles Merzbacher and Marcia 
Dworkind
Kate and Joel Millonzi
Lisa Nardo
Judith Nelson
Jack Owen
Claudio Pannunzio
Carrie Peterson
Tracy and Patrick Ruggiero
Jerry Schwartz
George H. Shattuck III
Pat and Terry Simpson

Donors continued
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The Hartley Corporation
Tucker’s Pottery Supply, Inc.
Kim and Finn Wentworth
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Whelan
Newton and Jennifer Wilson
Nancy Wilson
Rob and Sylvana Wilson
Sheldon and Iris Wyman
Irene Young

$250-$499
Susan and Charles Abizaid
Breton and Olivia  Barker
Steve and Betsy Barrett
Rich Barton and Joyce LaBelle
John Benning
Jackson and Carolyn Breaks

Churchtown Fire Company
Laura and Steve Corsun
Eileen and Scott Daly
Jan Dijkstra and Amelia Arend
Diana Fiske
Randy and Marc Freedman
Richard Frumess and Pamela Blum
Paul and Helen George
Time Equities, Inc.
William C. Herman
Hudson Veterinary Clinic
Alan and Linda Justice
Hank and Abo Keene
Jules and Lynn Kroll
Joseph and Nora Lane
Annette and Thomas Laskaris
Starling Lawrence
Long Energy

Robert and Mary Long
Bronte McGarrah
Nancy McKelvy
Linda McNutt and Peter Hoffman
Rick and Linda Olney
Carol Myer
Lisa Paterson
William and Betsy Peabody
Ken Peacock and Amy Cross
Quality Service Center
Theodore and Cindy Reitano
Hub International New England LLC
Paul and Rebekah Simpson
John Straton and Donna De Coursey
Jeannie Sydnor
The Dorsey & Whitney Foundation
Colleen Turner
Yotam Lev and Gili Melamed-Lev
Vortex Physical Therapy, P.C.
Steve and Sharon Weisner
Laura Wilensky and Henry Cavanagh

$100-$249
Lynda Abdoo
Patton and Jackie Allen
Will Barker and Hannah Gill
Lori and David Bartlett
Courtney Bergeron
Amit and Sarmistha Bhaumik
Jean Bickal
Tawny and Benjamin Bloom
Pierrette Bourgon
Betsy and Charles Briscoe

Donors continued
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Elissa Brown
Joyce Bryk
Jan Burgevin
Rocco Carfi
John and Helaine Carroll
Laurence Chase
John Davis
Barbara and David Denton
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Dixon
Larry and Judy Dobmeier
Kate Dowd
Vera Dowd
Noah Durst and Jennifer Harvey
Winnie and David Ebb
Robert and Cecelia Elinson
Mary Davis and Thomas Farr
Kerry Kennedy Flynn
Alison Fox and Zach Feuer
Kevin Frank and Ruth Ann Devitt
Sann and Judith Froula
Furniture Plus
Branko Furst and Christina Porkert
G. West Saltonstall Family 
Foundation
Joelle and Chris Gary
Laura Happ
Diane Heck
Dr. Linton Herbert
Mary Ann Horner
John Howe and Tyrrell Flawn
Sylvia Hubbard
Patricia and Ross Huntington
Innovative Artists and Principal 
Entertainment
Joan and Steve Johnston
Nils Junge
Kaaterskill Farm Natural StoreHouse
Kinderhook Dental Arts
Kristina Labaty
Luc and Sara Levensohn
Ronald Levy and Ruth Bowers
Jane and Branche Lubart
Pat and Jim Macko
Abigail and Michael Magni
David Mairo
Mary Marchesano
Bernard Markstein
Leigh Mazzella
Barbara McGary
Victor and Florence Meyers
Thomas Miller
Richard and Ellen Morone

Donna Nardo
Suzanne and Franklin Nash
NYSTEC Finance
Michael Paull
Richard and Elizabeth Pew
David and Marion Pollock
Robert Pough
Victoria Reitano
Robert E. Danz. DDS
Doris Robertson
Michael Roemer
Margaret Rosenthaler
Joseph and Lauren Sabella
Tere Salinas
Bob and Jill Scherer
Rob and Shari Shedrofsky
Susan Silbey

Barbara Smith
Mary Stepash
Taghkanic Fire Co #1
Bill and Diane Vogt
William Wilson
Adele and Federico Zanatta
Emmy Zuckerman and Ed Bonfield

$25-$99
Jaqueline Allaman
Carolynn Anklam
Robert and Rose Aznar
Gail Biben
Clare Du Bois
Brittany Bond
Hugh and Elly Brown
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Donors continued

Laura Carfi
Meg Cashen
Harry and Joyce Garber
Eileen Gunning
Nancy Hagin
Francis and Barbara Hannan
Sarah Huntington
Hannelore and William Inglis
Pamela Kline
Kaleen Litvak
Andre Martuscelli Do Amaral
Josephine Maxon
Elizabeth Steel and Scott Miller
Fred Pajerski and Anna Hudson
Laura Ponkos
Sherri Quimby-Cronin
Francesca Reitano and Mark Hunerlach
Robert Goisman and Jeanne Traxler
Gary and Susan Seymour
Laura Van Dyke
Laura Zabriskie

Friends under $25
Hannaford Charitable Foundation
Ronald Rapin
O Zotique

Gifts In Kind
David and Mary Stein
Irene Young

Triform Camphill Community 
Foundation Donors
Susan and Charles Abizaid
Anne and Jim Bailey
Beth and Dan Bargabos
Benevity Community Impact Fund
John Benning
DTCC Giving Program
Henry Luce Foundation
Betty Ann Keane
Bronte McGarrah

Network For Good
Andreas and Heather Revelis
TisBest Philanthropy
Laura Zabriskie

Tribute Gifts

In honor of Liam Arancio 
Joseph and Nora Lane

In honor of Anne and Jim Bailey
Laurie and Daniel Dermody
Kevin Frank and Ruth Ann Devitt
 
In honor of Anne Bailey
Carol and Tony Nardo
The  Boston Foundation: Plimpton -  
  Shattuck Fund
Isabel and George Shattuck
George H. Shattuck III

In honor of the Bailey Family
Laura Wilensky and Henry Cavanagh

In honor of Jamie Bailey
Carol and Tony Nardo
Lisa Nardo
The Boston Foundation: Plimpton - 
Shattuck Fund
Joseph and Lauren Sabella
Frank Tucker

In honor of Eric Bargabos
Beth and Dan Bargabos
Betty Bargabos
Leonard and Barbara Ciricillo
Joseph Kelly

In honor of Holly Barker
Breton and Olivia Barker
Will Barker and Hannah Gill
Paul and Helen George
Lawrence Glenn
Rick and Linda Olney
In memory of B. Devereux Barker III
Anne and Jim Bailey
Beth and Dan Bargabos
Kathy and Raymond Baxter
John Benning
Courtney Bergeron
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Donors continued

William Bonaccorso
William Bornstein
Frank Deland
Patty and Nathan Dowden
Tim and Midge Eliassen
G. West Saltonstall Family Foundation
Betty Ann Keane
Hank and Abo Keene
Jeanne and Michael Leonard
Luc and Sara Levensohn
Abigail and Michael Magni
Rick and Linda Olney
Alice Orrell
Hub International New England Llc 
Anne Robertson
Kathleen Sherbrooke
Elizabeth Simonds
Allan and Gail Vaughn
Cornelius Waud
Bernadette and Reed Wilson

In honor of Peter Baxter
Laura Happ

In honor of Ray and Kathy Baxter 
Robert Reynolds

In honor of Ezra Beekley-Peacock
Sann and Judith Froula
Richard and Ellen Morone

In honor of Iris and Biff Wyman 
Gail Biben

In honor of Ellen Bickal
Christopher Karagheuzoff

In memory of Lawrence Cohen 
Leslie and Anthony Florio

In memory of Clemente D’Alessio
Eileen D’Alessio

In honor of Tyler Dornsife 
Jaqueline Allaman

In honor of Ann Dowd
Innovative Artists and Principal 
Entertainment

In honor of Alex, Carol, Roberto 
Fernandez and Family
Barbara and David Denton
Winnie and David Ebb
Elizabeth Steel and Scott Miller
David and Marion Pollock

In honor of Jesse Firester
Sharon and Glenn Firester
Randy and Marc Freedman

In honor of William Furse 
Diana Fiske

In honor of Erica Gary
Kathryn Willett

In memory of Sophy P.Q. Haynes
Tere Salinas

In memory of Harold Horner
Mary Ann Horner

In honor of Ryan Huntington
Steve and Betsy Barrett
Rick and Kathleen Barrett
Tawny and Benjamin Bloom
Robert and Lois Huntington
Patricia and Ross Huntington
Florence Huntington

In memory of Kevin T. Keane
Ronald and Karen Keith
Richard and Elizabeth Pew
In honor of the Keane Family
Larry and Judy Dobmeier

In memory of Thomas Kline 
Pamela Kline
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In honor of Arielle Mann
Elissa Brown
Robin and Steve Kaufman
Jane and Branche Lubart
Dorothy and Joseph Mann
Steve and Sharon Weisner
Julia Winston and Steven Gross
In honor of Eric Mann
Ron and Kristin Robbins

In honor of the Mann Family
Joseph and Sandy Samberg

In memory of John Marchesano
Mary Marchesano

In honor of Jesse Meril
Carol Myer
Sheldon and Iris Wyman

In memory of Mary, Eugen and Ann 
Merzbacher
Betsy and Charles Briscoe
Ronald Levy and Ruth Bowers
Sylvia Hubbard
Charles Merzbacher and Marcia Dworkind
Celia Merzbacher and Alex Nitkiewicz

In honor of Genevieve Mazzella
Leigh Mazzella

In honor of Ruby Rose Mongil 
Dr. Bernardo Mongil

In honor of Wyatt Paterson
Lynda Abdoo
Karen De Gaeta
Kerry Kennedy Flynn

In honor of Lisa Paterson 
Eileen and Scott Daly

In honor of Lisa, Wyatt and Lucy 
Paterson 
David Mairo

In memory of Steven Paterson 
Paul and Rebekah Simpson

In honor of Godehard Rau
Robert and Rose Aznar

In memory of Ann Rau
Jilda Barker

In honor of Cheney Ravitz
Laura Ponkos
Sue and Al Ravitz

In honor of Frank Revelis
Meredith Howard

In honor of Sarah Stein
Jeffrey and Diane Lieberman
Jan Dijkstra and Amelia Arend
David and Mary Stein

In honor of Triform Camphill Community
Rocco Carfi

In honor of Alex Turchi
Nita Glickberg
Diane Heck
Francesca Reitano and Mark Hunerlach
Victoria Reitano
Theodore and Cindy Reitano

In honor of Kim Warga
Pat and Jim Macko
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In honor of Skye Williams
Robert Goisman and Jeanne Traxler

In honor of Pierre Wilson
John Howe and Tyrrell Flawn
Alan and Linda Justice
Suzanne and Franklin Nash
Jack Owen
William Wilson
Newton and Jennifer Wilson
Nancy Wilson
Rob and Sylvana Wilson
Martin Wilson and Yukai Chen
Adele and Federico Zanatta

In honor of Bernadette and Reed 
Wilson and Family
Nancy P. Wilson

In honor of Evan Young
Mary Stepash

In memory of Muriel and Eugene 
Zuckerman 
Emmy Zuckerman and Ed Bonfield

Donors continued
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Board of Directors

Front Row: 
David Stein, Katy Cashen, Ben Davis, Dev Barker, Anne Bailey 

Back Row:
Dan Bargabos, Stephen Steen, Luke Fowler, Akiko Suesada, Patty 
Dowden, Kristina Labaty, Carol Fernandez, Reed Wilson, Larry 
Ravitz 

Absent from photo:
Claudio Pannunzio, Eric Hollander, and Rebecca Bissonnette
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Letter from a Triform Parent

Ryan Huntington’s Journey to Triform
by Sarah, Lois, Robert, and Ryan Huntington 

Ryan Huntington’s life started with dark clouds 
and rain; it started with the diagnosis of autism. 
As Ryan approached two years old, he still had no 
language. His mom worked with him endlessly with 
no success. Then, one evening, as we ate dinner, we 
looked up and Ryan was pressing the fingertips 
of both hands together. He was making the 
sign for “more.” He wanted more cereal. When 
we saw Ryan signing, it was like the most 
brilliant rainbow had emerged from those 
dark clouds. We cried. 

Subsequently, Ryan’s mom persisted in her efforts, 
pairing spoken word with signs, and Ryan learned 
to speak. As he approached two years old with no 
speech, who would have imagined 16 years later 
Ryan would become the lead vocalist for a band, 
playing at a resort hotel in the Sinai Desert of Egypt 
singing songs in Arabic!

People with autism see the world differently. 
When little, his sister Sarah noted Ryan focused on 
edges, spinning objects, and details other people 
would miss. For example, he was mesmerized by 

the edges of telephone poles whizzing by our car 
or spinning ceiling fans in restaurants. He would 
choose his favorite restaurants by the color of their 
ceiling fans.
 

Sarah would try to see the world as Ryan saw it, 
wondering what she was missing. She, and we, 
finally found a dependable bridge into Ryan’s world 
through music. Ryan has always had a song in his 
heart. When he is feeling his song most, there’s a 
hop in his step. 

Ryan’s affinity for music has played a big role in his 
life. At age three, he was exposed to a pianist. He 
listened intently and then walked to the piano and 
played the melody of Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”. His 
fingers danced on the keys without any guidance 
or piano lessons. Triform has strengthened his 
heart songs. He is happy to share his recommended 
music list in the Triform newsletter and he is happy 
singing to the cows.

Ryan as a Youngster

Ryan with his Sister Today 
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Ryan prefers a set routine without changes, as do 
many people with autism. It did not help that, while 
growing up, Ryan and his family moved more than 
a dozen times. Ryan’s rainbow emerged in Kansas 
City, Missouri, but passed through New England; 
Cairo, Egypt (where Ryan’s mom helped start a 
school for handicapped children); Jerusalem; 
Tennessee; and Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 
Then, upon returning to the USA after three 
years in Vietnam, Ryan and his family took 
a boat ride to Fisher’s Island, New York. 
It is then that Ryan’s rainbow began 
arching down to Triform. 

Ryan’s uncle Rick worked on the Fisher’s 
Island Ferry. Uncle Rick and his wife, 
Kathleen, took us to the annual Arts and 
Crafts Fair on the island. At the fair, we met 
Bill Furse. Bill had formerly attended Triform and 
was an strong advocate of its virtues. Bill, Rick, 
and Kathleen encouraged us to investigate Triform 
for Ryan.

We visited Triform and found a treasure at the end 
of a rainbow. It was the best environment we could 
imagine for Ryan. The farm setting was wonderful. 
And, the people of the Triform community not 
only cared, but celebrated the individuals living 
there- seeing their strengths and nurturing social 
and emotional growth. Triform was a safe, inclusive 
community, where every community member 
upheld friendship, harmony, and grace. 

As Ryan entered Triform, we felt we could no 
longer provide the energy and home life best for 
his continued growth. Triform has brought healing 
to our whole family. And, Triform has allowed Ryan 
to continue to mature and grow in independence. 
Ryan loves the friends he has made at Triform, and 
Triform has expanded Ryan’s interests. He has also 
gained the ability to self-advocate and to advocate 
for others at Triform. Ryan has become a social 
justice warrior. At his apprenticeship ceremony, 

one of Ryan’s mentors described Ryan as a “Knight 
in Shining Armor,” a young man who fights against 
injustice and stands up to support those who are 
struggling and less able. Noticing and highlighting 
Ryan’s kindness made us very proud. 

While going through life with kindness and caring, 
Ryan continues to shine. He brings light and 
rainbows into the world, and we learn so much 
from him. There is no way Ryan would have made 
the strides he has made without the amazing 
co-workers (angels) from around the world, 
householders, and the entire Triform Community. 
Ryan continues to be one of the most empathetic 
and nicest human beings we know. May his rainbow 
keep shining through dark clouds, rain, sunshine, 
and happy days.

Ryan Helping Blind Children in 
Vietnam Learn to Swim
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